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Fertility Services at the Women’s Center 

 
Most of us expect a healthy pregnancy to be part of our life journey (usually after falling 
in love and settling down with your chosen partner).  Unfortunately more than 20% of 
couples have difficulties conceiving and will require some form of reproductive 
technology to achieve their goal of pregnancy.  At the Womens Center we are able to 
offer complete fertility assessment and treatment for subfertility issues in both partners.  
A brief description of our services is outlined below. 
 
The most basic requirements for a successful pregnancy are the union of a healthy sperm 
and egg followed by the presence of a favorable environment in which your baby can 
grow (the womb).  In order for the sperm and egg to get together the reproductive tracts 
(testicles, vas deference, penis, vagina, cervix, uterus, fallopian tubes, and pelvis) must be 
open and functioning normally.  The initial fertility investigations target these functions.   
 
Semen Analysis:  A semem analysis (performed at The Womens Center) will show the 
quality and number of functioning sperm.  Antibiotics will be prescribed if there are signs 
of infection.  If the numbers are low a “sperm wash” with intrauterine insemination can 
be performed.  If no normal sperm are present then a referral to a urologist will be 
arranged. 
 
For the woman a detailed reproductive history will be taken and a pelvic ultrasound and 
basic blood work will be done.  These tests will show major abnormalities in female 
reproductive organ structure and function.  In particular we must ensure that regular 
ovulation (release of the egg) is occurring and there is no obstacle to the union of sperm 
and egg.   
 
If blocked tubes or pelvic pathology is suspected a laparoscopy will be performed.  This 
is an outpatient procedure where we are able to look into your uterus and pelvis and test 
whether dye can be passed from the uterus to the pelvis.  Often we can correct minor 
abnormalities during this procedure (i.e. pelvic adhesions, tightly closed cervix etc.) 
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